
Religion, Morality, and the Law:
An Introduction to Political Disagreement

CONTACT INFORMATION

Instructor: Elizabeth (Betsy) Barre
Office: Herring 129
Email: barre@rice.edu
Office Hours: MWF, 5:00-6:00; TR, 5:00-7:00 (please schedule at least 2 hours in advance here: https://goo.gl/Opn3It) 

COURSE DESCRIPTION

If the 2016 U.S. presidential election has taught us anything, it is that there may be no limit to the degree of 
disagreement possible within a liberal democracy. Insofar as diversity of perspectives is a feature of liberal democracy, 
rather than a bug, such disagreement is not necessarily alarming. Yet this year has also made clear that how we choose 
to respond to these divisions can have significant implications for the stability of the public order, civil society, and even 
our personal relationships. This course will help you understand our current predicament by introducing you to various 
theories about the nature of political disagreement. Drawing on literature from religion, philosophy, anthropology, and 
psychology, we will explore the many forms of normative disagreement that shape political disagreement (religious, 
moral, legal, etc.) and work to understand the relationship between each. This course will also help you to think about 
how we should respond to this disagreement, both politically and personally. We will think, along with Rawls, about how 
we should organize “a stable and just society of free and equal citizens profoundly divided by reasonable though 
incompatible religious, philosophical, and moral doctrines.”  And we will then ask what these arrangements might entail 1

for our obligations as citizens within a liberal democracy. Finally, because this course is designed to be as practical as it 
is theoretical, we will spend just as much time working together to build the skills and dispositions necessary to actually 
meet those obligations. More specifically, you will be regularly asked to encounter and respond to those who disagree 
with you to help you develop 1) respect for political adversaries, 2) a desire to offer them fair terms of cooperation, and 
3) the skills necessary to engage in successful democratic deliberation. 

 John Rawls, Political Liberalism, xviii.1
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COURSE OUTCOMES

By taking this course and taking it seriously (i.e., by participating in all activities and assignments), you should expect to: 

1. Acquire and/or further develop knowledge of 

(a) Technical concepts used in the philosophical literature to discuss the nature of normative truth, categories of 
normative judgments, and the means by which claims in each category might be justified. 

(b) Philosophical, anthropological, and psychological explanations of normative disagreement. 

(c) The arguments of liberal political theorists about what such disagreement requires of political institutions, civil 
society, and individual citizens. 

2. Acquire and/or further develop the ability to 

(a) Analyze normative arguments such that you can faithfully recreate their structure and identify the author’s 
unstated assumptions and motivations. 

(b) Evaluate policy proposals, as well as the arguments made to justify them, in terms of the extent to which they 
meet the demands of justificatory liberalism. 

(c) Practice successful democratic deliberation by remaining calm in the face of disagreement, taking the time to 
fully understand the position of your opponents, recognizing and responding to only the best arguments for their 
position, and being able to admit that you yourself might be wrong. 

3. Acquire and/or further develop personal commitments to respecting those who disagree with you, to offering fellow 
citizens fair terms of cooperation, and to fostering the bonds of civic friendship. 

4. Acquire and/or further develop the dispositions/virtues that support democratic deliberation (e.g., honesty, humility, 
charity, and tolerance). 

REQUIRED TEXTS AND MATERIALS

The following books should be purchased within the first week of classes: 

• Aikin, Scott F., and Robert B. Talisse. Why We Argue (And How We Should): A Guide to Political 
Disagreement. New York, New York: Routledge, 2013. ISBN: 978-0415859059. $28 New. 

• Haidt, Jonathan. The Righteous Mind: Why Good People Are Divided by Politics and Religion. Reprint edition. 
New York: Vintage, 2013. ISBN: 978-0307455772. $12.00 New. 

• Gutmann, Amy, and Dennis Thompson. Democracy and Disagreement. Cambridge, Mass.: Belknap Press, 
1998. ISBN: 978-0674197664. $30.00 New. 

We will also read excerpts from the following books. The excerpts will be posted on our course Canvas page, along with 
other short articles, but each book is worth reading in its entirety. I encourage you to buy them for your personal library if 
you have the means. 

• Waldron, Jeremy. Law and Disagreement. Oxford; New York: Oxford University Press, 1999. ISBN: 
978-0199243037. $75.00 New. 

• Stout, Jeffrey. Ethics after Babel: The Languages of Morals and Their Discontents. Princeton, N.J.: Princeton 
University Press, 2001. ISBN: 978-0691070810. $40.00 New. 

• Gowans, Christopher W., ed. Moral Disagreements: Classic and Contemporary Readings. London ; New York: 
Routledge, 2000. ISBN: 978-0415217125. $45.00 New. 
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Note: because I only allow electronic devices to be used for in-class activities, and expect you to have copies of the 
day’s reading assignment with you in class, you will need to buy hard copies of each book and print out hard copies of 
the material you access through Canvas. 

WORKLOAD 

Federal guidelines define a single semester credit hour as “one hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a 
minimum of two hours of out of class student work each week for approximately fifteen weeks.” Under this definition, a 
three credit-hour semester course like this will require at least 135 hours of your time. Because this is Rice (and to keep 
the math simple), I will be requiring slightly more of you than the federal minimum, and you should plan to devote 150 
hours to this course over the sixteen and a half weeks of the fall semester (from August 22nd through the final day of 
exams on December 14th). This amounts to 8-10 hours per week (including class time). 

I’ve done my best to estimate the amount of time it should take the average Rice student to complete the assignments in 
this course, and I have indicated these estimates in the course schedule below. Although variation in prior experience 
and work habits will lead some of you to take more or less time than these estimates, they should give you a good target 
when planning your semester. The chart below will give you a quick sense of how this course distributes the 150 hours of 
work across various types of activities and assignments: 

IN-CLASS ACTIVITIES

Attendance: While much of your learning will occur while you read, take notes, and write, being present in class is 
equally important. As a result, attendance is required in this course. If you end the semester with no unexcused 
absences, you will earn a “high pass” attendance grade; you will “pass” with no more than 3 unexcused absences; and 
you will earn a “low pass” with no more than 6 unexcused absences. Any unexcused absences beyond 6 will result in a 
failing attendance grade, and you will fail the entire course if you have more than 15 unexcused absences. In very 
rare circumstances, I will excuse an absence, but for this to happen you must consult with me in advance of the class 
you plan to miss. The only exceptions to this prior notification rule are medical emergencies affecting yourself or your 
family. All judgments about excused absences will be at my discretion, and I may ask for supporting documentation. 

In-Class Discussions:  For you to take full advantage of our class time, it is not enough to simply show up and take 
your own personal notes. You must also contribute to our conversations. You can do so by commenting on the course 
readings, asking questions when perplexed, responding to other students, or constructively disagreeing with a claim 
being discussed. If you make a valuable contribution each class period you are present, you will earn a high pass 
discussion grade; you will pass if you make a valuable contribution in 80% of the class periods you are present; and you 
will earn a low pass if you contribute in at least 60% of the days you are in class. 
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Disagreement Tournament: At the end of the fourth week of classes, we will begin a double-elimination “disagreement 
tournament.” From that point forward, the first 10 minutes of every class period will be devoted to assessing the ability of 
two students to engage in democratic deliberation in the midst of disagreement. The rest of the class will anonymously 
rate each student on the basis of process, and whoever wins the match will move on to the next round. Because this will 
be a double-elimination tournament, a student can still win the tournament after losing his or her first match, and every 
student will participate in at least two matches. Students will get to choose which of their matches count toward their 
deliberation grade, and the winner of the tournament will automatically earn a grade of “high mastery” for the overall 
deliberation outcome (for more on grading, see below). Students are not allowed to prepare content for these matches, 
and the subject of the disagreement will be selected on the day of the match. To ensure the disagreement is genuine, I 
will cycle through a number of questions until we reach a point at which the two students genuinely disagree. All 
students are invited to contribute to the question pool I will use for these matches.

READING TEXTS & WATCHING VIDEOS/LIVE TV

The success of this course depends upon you (and your classmates) reading, and reading closely, all that is assigned 
throughout the semester. To prepare for class discussions, you should take careful notes on what you’ve read, 
summarize key points, highlight unclear passages, raise further questions, and note where you agree or disagree. Some 
weeks will require more reading than other weeks, but you should expect to spend between 2-3 hours a week 
reading for this course. You will also be asked to watch and analyze a variety of filmed, face-to-face disagreements. 
These will include two of the three presidential debates (on the evenings of September 26th and October 19th), as well 
as other examples of face-to-face disagreement ranging from Intelligence Squared Debates to clips from the Real 
Housewives. You should expect to spend a total of 10 hours watching these clips throughout the semester. 

WRITING

Diagnostic Essays: At the beginning of the semester, you will be asked to respond to the four central questions of this 
course in a series of informal essays. These essays can be as short as 1 page and will not factor into your final grade. 
They are designed to help me see where you stand at the beginning of the semester, and they will serve as a point of 
reference for you when you complete your final reflective essay at the end of the semester. You should expect to spend 
around one hour completing each of these essays. (4 hours total)

1 Page Summaries: To help you improve your reading skills, as well as your ability to faithfully recreate and analyze 
arguments, you will be asked to complete two, 1 page summaries of the assigned reading in the second and fourth 
weeks of the semester. Although you will receive feedback on both assignments, only the second will count toward your 
final grade. You should expect to spend around one hour completing each essay. (2 hours total)

Disagreement Analyses: You will be expected to analyze all of the face-to-face disagreements you watch for this class. 
In most cases, simply taking informal notes in preparation for class discussion will be enough. However, in two cases, 
you will be required to write up your analysis into a 2 page paper. As with the summary assignments, you will receive 
feedback on both submissions, but only the second will count toward your final grade. As these essays are more 
complex than the other essays you complete this semester, you should expect to spend 5 hours completing each one. 
(10 hours total)

Public Reason Essay: Throughout the semester, we will read theories of citizenship that suggest citizens have certain 
moral obligations when proposing policy and enacting that policy through their actions in the voting booth. As many of 
us will be voting in an important election this November, you will be asked to write a 3-4 page paper integrating the 
theories we read about with your actual experience voting. If you choose not to vote, or if you simply find the alternative 
assignment more interesting, you can also write a paper assessing the official platforms of two major political parties in 
light of the same theories of citizenship. You should expect to spend 8 hours completing this essay. (8 hours total)

Disagreement Project: The largest assignment of this course is a semester-long project that combines experiential 
activities with a more formal writing assignment. At the beginning of the semester, you will identify a moral issue that is of 
deep importance to you, and that has implications for the law. A few weeks later, you will work to identify a person in your 
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life who disagrees with you about this issue (and the closer they are to you, the better). At the end of October, you will 
send them an e-mail (cc’ing me) where you 1) invite them to have a conversation and 2) explain why this class has 
motivated you to do so. Over Thanksgiving Break, you will have a 2 hour face-to-face conversation with this person 
(Skype is OK), and then you will craft a 5 page essay that reflects on the entire experience in light of what you have 
learned this semester. You should expect to spend 1 hour e-mailing and 10 hours on the paper. (11 hours total)

Final Reflection Essay: You will spend exam week crafting a 10 page essay that reflects on what you have learned this 
semester. You will be asked to address the same four questions you wrote about at the beginning of the semester, but 
this time you will (hopefully) be able to integrate new knowledge into your answers. You should expect to spend at least 
15 hours on this essay. (15 hours total)

OTHER OUT-OF-CLASS ACTIVITIES

Quizzes: To assess whether you have mastered the basic knowledge outcomes of this course, you will take 8 quizzes at 
the end of weeks 2, 3, and 4; 6 and 7; and 9, 10, and 11. These quizzes will be multiple choice and administered 
through Canvas. Each should take no more than 30 minutes and you will have five days to complete them. 

Shelfie: After you have identified a moral issue that is of deep importance to you for the disagreement project, you will 
need to make a trip to the library to find a book about the topic that you imagine presents an argument most opposed to 
yours. You should then take a selfie with the book in the stacks and post the picture to our class Facebook page.

Text Annotation Assignment: Your first reading assignment (to be completed by Monday, August 29th) will be paired 
with some short guides to the specialized reading we expect of students in humanities courses. As a central theme of all 
three guides is that you should engage the text while reading, you will be asked to submit an annotated version of your 
text on the 29th. You can do this by printing a PDF of the reading I will make available, scanning your own copy, or 
simply taking pictures via your cell phone.

Debate Bingo: During the two presidential debates you are required to watch, you will have an opportunity to compete 
with one another in Bingo games. I will make specialized Bingo cards available to you through Google Drive, and each 
square on these specialized cards will contain a different deliberative move we discuss in class. You should copy these 
boards to your own Google Drive, include your name in the copied file, and make sure to leave it in the class shared 
folder. If one of the deliberative moves on your board is made while watching the debate, you can claim that square. 
However, you must explain what you saw and why you think it was an example of that move. If you get BINGO, you 
should e-mail me (barre@rice.edu) with a link to your board. Note that all students, whether they get BINGO or not, will 
be graded on the quality of their final boards.  

Thanksgiving Disagreement: As noted above, you should plan to spend at least two hours in conversation with a 
person close to you who disagrees with your position on a moral issue of deep importance to you. Although you should 
work hard to make this happen in person, if that is not possible, Skype or FaceTime are acceptable alternatives.

Facebook: Because our 50-minute class periods are unlikely to provide enough time for us to cover all the material we 
would like to discuss each day, students are encouraged to continue (and initiate) class conversations via Facebook. To 
facilitate that process, I have created a group page for the class. So that you can join without becoming Facebook 
friends, the group is currently "closed." This means that anyone can send a request to join if he or she has a link to the 
group page, but the group and its members will not be visible in search results and on member timelines. Once you all 
have requested membership, I will convert the group to "secret," which hides all information about the group from 
everyone but its members. You can request membership at the following address: https://www.facebook.com/groups/
disagreement/

Office Hours: You are required to attend at least one of my office hours within the first few weeks of classes. You don't 
need to prepare anything for this meeting and I will be happy to set up appointments to accommodate your schedules. 
The purpose of this meeting is simply for us to get to know one another and should last no longer than 30 minutes. You 
can sign up for an appointment here: https://goo.gl/Opn3It I will maintain a similar appointment calendar throughout the 
semester, and I encourage you to sign up for appointments any time you would like to meet. 
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ASSESSMENT OF OUTCOMES

Your grade in this course will be a function of two judgments: a judgment about the degree to which you participated in 
the course and a judgment about the degree to which you have mastered the outcomes outlined at the beginning of this 
syllabus. Over the course of the semester, you will have a variety of opportunities to earn points to demonstrate 
achievement in each domain. Your final grade will be determined by the number of points you earn, as noted below: 

Note that the two domains are independent of one another; so to receive an A you must receive both 15 outcome points 
and 6 participation points. 

Earning Participation Points

You earn your participation points by attending class, participating in class discussions, and completing ungraded 
activities with a good faith effort. As noted below, you will receive 3 points if you earn a high pass in each of these 
categories, 2 points if you earn a passing grade, and 1 point if you earn a low pass. Thus it is possible, if you earn a high 
pass in each of the categories, to earn up to 9 participation points by the end of the semester. The following chart 
indicates the standards for participation in each category, as well as the corresponding points. 

Earning Outcome Points

You earn your outcome points by your performance on assignments that assess your mastery of the course learning 
outcomes. As noted below, you will receive 4 points if, by the end of the semester, you’ve demonstrated high mastery of 
a particular outcome; 3 points if you’ve demonstrated mastery; and 2 points if you’ve demonstrated low mastery. Thus it 

Grade Minimum Participation Points Minimum Outcome Points

A+ 8 participation points 18 outcome points

A 6 participation points 15 outcome points

A- 6 participation points 14 outcome points

B+ 5 participation points 13 outcome points

B 5 participation points 12 outcome points

B- 5 participation points 11 outcome points

C+ 4 participation points 10 outcome points

C 4 participation points 9 outcome points

C- 4 participation points 8 outcome points

D+ 3 participation points 7 outcome points

D 3 participation points 
(across 2 categories)

6 outcome points 
(across 3 outcomes)

High Pass Pass Low Pass

Attendance 0 unexcused 
absences 3 1-3 unexcused 

absences 2 4-6 unexcused 
absences 1

Class Discussion 100% contribution 
rate when present 3 80% contribution rate 

when present 2 60% contribution rate 
when present 1

Ungraded Activities 100% completion and 
participation 3 90% completion and 

participation 2 80% completion and 
participation 1
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is possible, if you demonstrate high mastery of each of the five outcomes, to earn up to 20 outcome points by the end of 
the semester. The following chart indicates the standards for mastery of each outcome, as well as the corresponding 
points. Note that in the case of the outcomes seeking to develop personal commitments and dispositions, you have the 
right to reject these outcomes. To do so, however, you must make a successful argument against each of them in your 
final essay. The strength of your argument will determine the number of outcome points you receive. 

The following chart lists all “graded” assignments and the outcomes each will assess. Note that each assignment will be 
introduced with a rubric that provides further information about what constitutes mastery of each outcome in the context 
of that assignment. 

High Mastery Mastery Low Mastery

Knowledge (1) 16/16 demonstrations 
of mastery 4 14/16 demonstrations 

of mastery 3 12/16 demonstrations 
of mastery 2

Analysis (2a) 8/8 demonstrations of 
mastery 4 7/8 demonstrations of 

mastery 3 6/8 demonstrations of 
mastery 2

Evaluation (2b) 5/5 demonstrations of 
mastery 4 4/5 demonstrations of 

master 3 3/5 demonstrations of 
mastery 2

Deliberation (2c) 4/4 demonstrations of 
mastery 4 3/4 demonstrations of 

mastery 3 2/4 demonstrations of 
mastery 2

Commitments & 
Dispositions (3-4)

4/4 demonstrations of 
mastery  
OR 
exemplary argument 
rejecting these 
commitments and 
dispositions 

4

3/4 demonstrations of 
mastery  
OR 
successful argument 
rejecting these 
commitments and 
dispositions 

3

2/4 demonstrations of 
mastery  
OR 
mediocre argument 
rejecting these 
commitments and 
dispositions 

2

Knowledge (1) Analysis (2a) Evaluation (2b) Deliberation (2c) Commitments & 
Dispositions (3,4)

Quizzes (x 8) ☑(︎x8)

Summary ☑︎
Tournament ☑︎ ☑︎
Analysis 1 ☑︎ ☑︎ ☑︎
Bingo 1 ☑︎ ☑︎
Analysis 2 ☑︎ ☑︎ ☑︎
Bingo 2 ☑︎ ☑︎
E-mail ☑︎ ☑︎
Public Reason ☑︎ ☑︎ ☑︎ ☑︎
Project Essay ☑︎ ☑︎ ☑︎ ☑︎ ☑︎
Final Essay ☑︎ ☑︎ ☑︎ ☑︎ ☑︎
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ADDITIONAL COURSE POLICIES

Late Work: You are expected to meet the deadlines for each assignment in this course. In very rare circumstances, I will 
grant you an approved extension, but for this to happen you must 1) consult with me in advance of the due date, and 2) 
complete the assignment within 48 hours of the original due date and time. For obvious reasons, extensions will not be 
granted for the final essay. Illnesses, family emergencies, or accidents that require extended periods away from school 
and prevent you from meeting these requirements should be referred immediately to the Committee on Examinations and 
Standing. This University committee reviews petitions and handles other special problems that involve the academic 
rules of the University. More information about when and how to file a petition can be found here: http://students.rice.edu/
students/Exams2.asp 

Revisions and Retakes: Each student will have an opportunity to revise or retake two graded assignments throughout 
the course of the semester. Because it is impossible to replay your tournament match, you cannot change the 
assessment you receive on that assignment. However, as noted above, you are able to pick the match you want to count 
toward your final grade.

Academic Honesty: In this course, I will hold you to the standards of the Rice Honor Code, a code that you pledged to 
honor when you matriculated at this institution. If you are unfamiliar with the details of this code and how it is 
administered, you should consult the Honor System Handbook at http://honor.rice.edu/honor-system-handbook/. This 
handbook outlines the University's expectations for the integrity of your academic work, the procedures for resolving 
alleged violations of those expectations, and the rights and responsibilities of students and faculty members throughout 
the process. 

Americans with Disabilities Act: If you have a documented disability or other condition that may affect academic 
performance you should: 1) make sure this documentation is on file with Disability Support Services (Allen Center, Room 
111; adarice@rice.edu;  713-348-5841) to determine the accommodations you need; and 2) talk with me to discuss your 
accommodation needs. 

Syllabus Change Policy: This syllabus is only a guide for the course and is subject to change with advance notice.  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COURSE SCHEDULE

Date Assignment Estimated Hours

 
WEEK 1 (EW: 9 hours 30 minutes)

8/22 Class 1 hour

Read Syllabus 30 minutes

Schedule/Attend Office Hours 30 minutes

Diagnostic 1: How are religion, morality, and the law related to one another? 1 hour

8/24 Class 1 hour

Shelfie Assignment 30 minutes

Watch and Analyze:  
• Rosie O’Donnell and Elisabeth Hasselbeck on the Iraq War (5 minutes) 
• Bill O’Reilly and Alan Colmes on Obama budget proposals (10 minutes) 
• Shields and Brooks on making a deal with Iran and the Indiana Religious 

Freedom Restoration Act, 2015. (13 minutes)  

30 minutes

Diagnostic 2: Why do we disagree about moral, religious, and legal matters? 1 hour

8/26 Class 1 hour

Read: 
• Concepción, David W. “Reading Philosophy with Background Knowledge and 

Metacognition: Appendix” Teaching Philosophy 27, no. 4 (2004): 358–68. 
• Perry, John, Michael Bratman, and John Martin Fischer. “Appendix: Reading 

Philosophy.” In Introduction to Philosophy: Classical and Contemporary 
Readings, 7 edition. New York City, NY: Oxford University Press, 2015. 

• McDaniel, Caleb. “How to Read for History.” 2008. 
• Aikin & Talisse, “Introduction” and “Why Do We Argue,” xi-16. 

2 hours

Annotation of Aikin & Talisse 30 minutes

WEEK 2 (EW: 8 hours 30 minutes)

8/29 Class 1 hour

Diagnostic 3: How should we determine the law in a society where there is deep 
disagreement about moral and religious matters?

1 hour

Diagnostic 4: How should we respond to friends, family members, and fellow 
citizens who disagree with us?

1 hour

8/31 No Class 0 hours
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Read: 
• Aikin & Talisse, “Why Argument Matters” and “Public Argument in a 

Democratic Society,” 17-56. 

2 hours

1 page summary of Aikin & Talisse, “Public Argument in a Democratic 
Society.” (Due 9/2)

1 hour

9/2 Class 1 hour

Quiz 1 30 minutes

Read: 
• Aikin & Talisse, “The Simple Truth Thesis” and “Pushovers,” 59-84. 

1 hour

WEEK 3 (EW: 7 hours)

9/5 No Class 0 hours

Read: 
• Aikin & Talisse, “Incredulous Tones” and “The Surprising Truth about 

Hypocrisy,” 85-112. 

1 hour

Watch and Analyze Clips of Disagreement (TBD) 30 minutes

9/7 Class 1 hour

Read: 
• Aikin & Talisse, “Language, Spin, and Framing,” “Argument Online,” and 

“Conclusion,” 113-148. 

1 hour 30 minutes

9/9 Class 1 hour

Quiz 2 30 minutes

Read: 
• Haidt, “Where Does Morality Come From?,” 3-31. 

1 hour 30 minutes

WEEK 4 (EW: 7 hours 45 minutes)

9/12 Class 1 hour

Read: 
• Shweder, “The Astonishment of Anthropology,” In Moral Disagreements: 

Classic and Contemporary Readings, 102-111. 

1 hour

1 page summary of Shweder (Due 9/14) 1 hour

Date Assignment Estimated Hours
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9/14 Class 1 hour

Read: 
• Haidt, “The Intuitive Dog and Its Rational Tail,” 32-60. 

1 hour

Watch and Analyze Clips of Disagreement (TBD) 30 minutes

9/16 Class (Tournament Match 1) 1 hour

Quiz 3 30 minutes

Read: 
• Haidt, “Elephants Rule,” 61-83. 

45 minutes

WEEK 5 (EW: 9 hours 45 minutes)

9/19 Class (Tournament Match 2) 1 hour

Watch and Analyze Clips of Disagreement (TBD) 1 hour 30 minutes

2 Page Disagreement Analysis Paper (Due 9/30) 1 hour

9/21 Class (Tournament Match 3) 1 hour

Read: 
• Haidt, “Vote for Me (Here’s Why),” 84-108. 

1 hour

2 Page Disagreement Analysis Paper (Due 9/30) 1 hour

9/23 Class (Tournament Match 4) 1 hour

2 Page Disagreement Analysis Paper (Due 9/30) 1 hour 30 minutes

Read: 
• Haidt, “Beyond WEIRD Morality,” 111-130. 

45 minutes

WEEK 6 (EW: 9 hours 15 minutes)

9/26 Class (Tournament Match 5) 1 hour

9/26 Watch Debate, 8:00-9:30 1 hour 30 minutes

Complete Bingo Card (Due 9/28) 30 minutes

2 Page Disagreement Analysis Paper (Due 9/30) 30 minutes

9/28 Class (Tournament Match 6) 1 hour

Watch and Analyze Clips of Disagreement (TBD) 30 minutes

2 Page Disagreement Analysis Paper (Due 9/30) 1 hour

Date Assignment Estimated Hours
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Read: 
• Haidt, “Taste Buds of the Righteous Mind,” 131-149. 

45 minutes

9/30 Class (Tournament Match 7) 1 hour

Quiz 4 30 minutes

Read: 
• Haidt, “The Moral Foundations of Politics,” 150-179. 

1 hour

WEEK 7 (EW: 9 hours)

10/3 Class (Tournament Match 8) 1 hour

Read: 
• Haidt, “The Conservative Advantage,” 180-216. 

1 hour 30 minutes

Watch and Analyze Clips of Disagreement (TBD) 1 hour

10/5 Class (Tournament Match 9) 1 hour

10/6 Deadline to Register to Vote (Early States)

Read: 
• Haidt, “Why Are We So Groupish?,” 219-255. 

1 hour 30 minutes

10/7 Class (Tournament Match 10) 1 hour

Quiz 5 30 minutes

Read: 
• Haidt, “The Hive Switch,” 256-284. 

1 hour 30 minutes

WEEK 8 (EW: 9 hours 30 minutes)

10/10 No Class 0 hours

Watch and Analyze Clips of Disagreement (TBD) 1 hour 30 minutes

2 Page Disagreement Analysis Paper (Due 10/19) 30 minutes

10/12 Class (Tournament Match 11) 1 hour

2 Page Disagreement Analysis Paper (Due 10/19) 1 hour

Read: 
• Haidt, “Religion is a Team Sport,” 285-318. 

1 hour 30 minutes

Date Assignment Estimated Hours
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10/14 Class (Tournament Match 12) 1 hour

2 Page Disagreement Analysis Paper (Due 10/19) 3 hours

WEEK 9 (EW: 10 hours)

10/17 Class (Tournament Match 13) 1 hour

2 Page Disagreement Analysis Paper (Due 10/19) 30 minutes

Read: 
• Haidt, “Can’t We All Disagree More Constructively,” and Conclusion, 319-372. 

2 hours

10/19 Class (Tournament Match 14) 1 hour

10/19 Watch Debate, 8:00-9:30 1 hour 30 minutes

Complete Bingo Card (Due 10/21) 30 minutes

10/21 Class (Tournament Match 15) 1 hour

Quiz 6 30 minutes

Read: 
• Quong, Jonathan. “On the Idea of Public Reason.” In A Companion to Rawls, 

edited by Jonndle and David A. Reidy, 265–80. 

2 hours

WEEK 10 (EW: 9 hours 30 minutes)

10/24 Class (Tournament Match 16) 1 hour

Read: 
• Gutmann & Thompson, “Introduction,” “The Persistence of Moral 

Disagreement,” and “Sources of Moral Disagreement,” 1-26 

2 hours 30 minutes

10/26 Class (Tournament Match 17) 1 hour

Read: 
• Gutmann & Thompson, “Democratic Responses,” and “The Need for Moral 

Deliberation,” 26-51. 

2 hours 30 minutes

10/28 Class (Tournament Match 18) 1 hour

Quiz 7 30 minutes

E-mail Assignment (Due 10/31) 1 hour

Date Assignment Estimated Hours
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WEEK 11 (EW: 9 hours)

10/31 Class (Tournament Match 19) 1 hour

Read: 
• Gutmann & Thompson, “The Sense of Reciprocity,” “Reciprocity and its 

Rivals,” “Reciprocity in Practice,” and “At the Edges of Reciprocity,” 52-79. 

2 hours 30 minutes

11/2 Class (Tournament Match 20) 1 hour

Read: 
• Gutmann & Thompson, “The Meaning of Moral Accommodation” and 

“Democracy within the Limits of Reciprocity,” 80-94. 

2 hours 30 minutes

11/4 Class (Tournament Match 21) 1 hour

Read: 
• Gutmann & Thompson, “Conclusion,” 346-361. 

1 hour

WEEK 12 (EW: 9 hours)

11/7 Class (Tournament Match 22) 1 hour

11/8 Election Return Watch Party (Optional)

11/8 Watch @ Least 30 Minutes of Returns 30 minutes

Read: 
• Waldron, Jeremy. “Two Tasks in Political Philosophy,” “Diversity," and “Rules of 

Order.” In Law and Disagreement, 1-4, and 73-77. Oxford; New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1999. 

45 minutes

11/9 Class (Tournament Match 23) 1 hour

5 Page Public Reason Paper (Due 11/21) 1 hour

Read: 
• Waldron, Jeremy. “Deliberative Democracy,” “The Circumstances of Politics,” 

and “Disagreement.” In Law and Disagreement, 91-93, 101-103, and 
105-106. Oxford; New York: Oxford University Press, 1999. 

45 minutes

11/11 Class (Tournament Match 24) 1 hour

5 Page Public Reason Paper (Due 11/21) 2 hours

Read: 
• Gerwith, “Is Cultural Pluralism Relevant to Moral Knowledge” In Moral 

Disagreements: Classic and Contemporary Readings, 180-190. 

1 hour

Date Assignment Estimated Hours
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WEEK 13 (EW: 9 hours)

11/14 Class (Tournament Match 25) 1 hour

5 Page Public Reason Paper (Due 11/21) 1 hour 30 minutes

Read: 
• Waldron, Jeremy. “Objectivity and Realism” and “Moral Disagreement.” In 

Law and Disagreement, 164-165, and 176-180. Oxford; New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1999. 

30 minutes

11/16 Class (Tournament Match 26) 1 hour

5 Page Public Reason Paper (Due 11/21) 1 hour 30 minutes

Read: 
• Waldron, Jeremy. “Moral Judgment and Adjudication.” In Law and 

Disagreement, 180-187. Oxford; New York: Oxford University Press, 1999. 

30 minutes

11/18 Class (Tournament Match 27) 1 hour

5 Page Public Reason Paper (Due 11/21) 2 hours

WEEK 14 (EW: 8 hours)

11/21 No Class 0 hours

Thanksgiving Break Personal Disagreement Conversation (Due 12/2) 2 hours

11/23 No Class 0 hours

5 Page Reflection Paper on Disagreement Project (Due 12/2) 4 hours

11/25 No Class 0 hours

5 Page Reflection Paper on Disagreement Project (Due 12/2) 2 hours

WEEK 15 (EW: 10 hours)

11/28 Class (Tournament Match 28) 1 hour

5 Page Reflection Paper on Disagreement Project (Due 12/2) 2 hours

Read: 
• Rawls, “Political Liberalism and the Idea of an Overlapping Consensus” In 

Moral Disagreements: Classic and Contemporary Readings, 217-228. 

45 minutes

11/30 Class (Tournament Match 29) 1 hour

5 Page Reflection Paper on Disagreement Project (Due 12/2) 2 hours

Date Assignment Estimated Hours
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Read: 
• Berlin, “The Pursuit of an Ideal,” In Moral Disagreements: Classic and 

Contemporary Readings, 193-203. 

1 hour

12/2 Class (Tournament Match 30) 1 hour

10 Page Final Reflection Paper (Due 12/14) 1 hour

Quiz 8 30 minutes

WEEK 16 (EW: 10 hours)

12/5 No Class; Exam Week 0 hours

10 Page Final Reflection Paper (Due 12/14) 3 hours

12/7 No Class; Exam Week 0 hours

10 Page Final Reflection Paper (Due 12/14) 3 hours

12/9 No Class; Exam Week 0 hours

10 Page Final Reflection Paper (Due 12/14) 4 hours

WEEK 17 (EW: 5 hours)

12/12 Tournament Match 31-34 (During Scheduled Exam Hours) 1 hour

10-Page Final Reflection Paper (Due 12/14) 4 hours

12/14 No Class; Exam Week 0 hours

Total Estimated Workload 150h 0m

Date Assignment Estimated Hours
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