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Religious Ethics and Moral Problems 
 

 
 

About this Course 
Title: Religious Ethics and Moral Problems 
Course Number: REL 3170 (Section 7) 

Semester: Fall 2006 
Time: MWF 8:00 – 8:50 AM 

Place: Williams 318 
Website: http://garnet.acns.fsu.edu/~eab03d/3170 

 

About the Instructor 
Name: Elizabeth (Betsy) Barre 

Office: Dodd Hall 206 
Phone: 644-2154 (0ffice); 339-9157 (Cell) 

E-mail: barreb@comcast.net  

Office Hours: MW 9:30-10:30 & By Appointment 
 

 

 
Course Materials 
 
Required: 

 

Michael Cook. 2003. Forbidding Wrong in Islam. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
ISBN: 0521536022 

Damien Keown. 2005. Buddhist Ethics: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
ISBN: 019280457X 

His Holiness the Dalai Lama. 1999. Ethics for the New Millennium. New York: Riverhead Books. 

ISBN: 1573228834 
Louis E. Newman. 2005. An Introduction to Jewish Ethics. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall. 

ISBN: 0132388901 
Marjane Satrapi. 2003. Persepolis: The Story of a Childhood. New York: Pantheon. 

ISBN: 037571457X 
John Howard Yoder. 1992. What Would You Do? A Serious Answer to a Serious Question. Scottdale, 

PA: Herald Press. ISBN: 0836136039 

 
Suggested:* 

 
Lewis M. Hopfe and Mark R. Woodward. 2007. Religions of the World. Upper Saddle River: Prentice 

Hall. 

Lawrence Hinman. 2002. Ethics: A Pluralistic Approach to Moral Theory. Belmont, CA: Wadsworth, 
2002 

William Schweiker, ed. 2005. Companion to Religious Ethics. Malden, MA: Blackwell. 
Erik C. Owens, John D. Carlson, and Eric P. Elshtain, eds. 2004. Religion and the Death Penalty: A 

Call for Reckoning. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans. 

                                                 
*
 Readings from these and other texts will be available on-line via Blackboard (http://campus.fsu.edu).  

Students must have a valid FSU-ID to log into Blackboard and to participate in this course. 

http://garnet.acns.fsu.edu/~eab03d/3170
mailto:barreb@comcast.net
http://campus.fsu.edu/
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Course Description 
 
Goal/Rational of the Course: This course is an introduction to the study of religious ethics. As such, 

students will be introduced to the sources and patterns of moral reasoning within the historical traditions 
of Judaism, Christianity, Islam, and Buddhism. Comparative by design, this course encourages students 

to understand and appreciate the similarities and differences between and within these moral traditions. 

Focusing on two broad moral problems (sexuality and justified killing), students will be introduced to a 
wide range of religious arguments about homosexuality, gender equality, capital punishment, and the 

ethics of warfare. 

Learning Objectives: At the end of the semester you will be able to: 

1. Summarize the key issues and questions that arise in contemporary debates about 

homosexuality, gender equality, capital punishment, and the ethics of warfare. 
2. Describe at least two views about the relationship between religion and morality 

3. Describe and compare the various patterns of moral reasoning found within the historical 

traditions of Judaism, Christianity, Islam, and Buddhism. 
4. Describe and compare Jewish, Christian, Islamic, and Buddhist arguments about sexuality and 

gender in the context of debates about homosexuality and gender equality. 
5. Describe and compare Jewish, Christian, Islamic, and Buddhist arguments about justified killing in 

the context of debates about capital punishment and the ethics of warfare. 

6. Describe and compare at least two distinct positions on sexuality and gender within the Jewish, 
Christian, Islamic, and Buddhist traditions. 

7. Describe and compare at least two distinct positions on justified killing within the Jewish, 
Christian, Islamic, and Buddhist traditions. 

8. Clearly communicate ideas through writing and class discussion. 

Course Policies 

Attendance: While much of your learning will occur while you read, write, and study for the tests, being 
present in class is the best way to ensure that you truly learn and understand the course material. 

Moreover, anything I teach in class is testable and not everything I teach in class will be in the course 
texts. That is why class attendance is required. 

Attendance will be taken regularly and you will be allowed four unexcused absences. Each additional 
unexcused absence will result in the deduction of one percentage point from your final course average (If 

you receive a final grade of 88% and miss 5 classes, your final grade will be dropped to an 87%). All 
judgments about excused and unexcused absences will be at my discretion. However, if you wish to 

receive an excused absence, you must receive approval from me before the missed class period. The only 
exceptions to this rule are medical emergencies affecting yourself or your family. In all cases I may ask 

for supporting documentation for excused absences. 

Missed Exams: In the interest of fairness, students must be present for exams on the date scheduled. 

The only circumstances under which make-up exams will be administered are: (1) death in the family, (2) 

unforeseeable medical emergencies affecting yourself or your family, or (3) participation in an official 
FSU-sponsored academic or sporting event. In the case of (1) or (3), you must give me at least 24 hours 

advance notice that you will miss the exam or it may not be made up. Again, I may require supporting 
documentation if you want an alternative exam date. 

 
Late Work: Papers are due at the beginning of the class period on the due date indicated in the 

syllabus.  When an essay is turned in after the due date, I will deduct 40 points for each day the paper is 



 3 

late. This includes Saturday and Sunday. In-class activities, participation points, and reading quizzes 

cannot be made up. 
 

Extra Credit: You may earn extra credit by participating in discussion; discussion points over the 
maximum required number of participation points (see "class participation" below) will be applied to extra 

credit, for a maximum of 25 extra credit points (out of 1,000 total class points). See the 

"Grading/Evaluation" section for more details. 
 

 
 

Academic Integrity: As a scholar of ethics, the issue of "integrity" is very important to me. As students 
of ethics, it should be to you as well. Despite Calvin's humorous argument to the contrary, virtuous 

behavior is something for which we should all strive. This is no less true in the classroom than it is in your 

personal relationships with your friends, family members, and co-workers. If you find yourself 
sympathizing with Calvin, this class will (hopefully) move you to appreciate the value of striving for moral 

excellence. More importantly, you should know that I will enforce strict standards of academic integrity in 
this classroom. 

For starters, this course will uphold the stipulations of the FSU Academic Honor Policy, a policy with 
which you should become familiar. This policy outlines the University’s expectations for the integrity of 

your academic work, the procedures for resolving alleged violations of those expectations, and the rights 
and responsibilities of students and faculty members throughout the process. As an FSU student, you are 

responsible for reading the Academic Honor Policy and for living up to the pledge to “. . . be honest and 

truthful and . . . [to] strive for personal and institutional integrity at Florida State University.” (see 
http://www.fsu.edu/~dof/honorpolicy.htm) 

Though I begin with the assumption that all of my students will behave with integrity, I must also take 

precautions against academic dishonesty to protect those students who work hard for their success in 

this course. For this reason, the essays you write will be filtered through turnitin.com, a program 
designed to ensure the originality of submitted papers. I will then investigate any papers suspected of 

plagiarism. More information on the submission of essays and the turn-it-in software can be found in the 
"essays" section below. 

Courtesy: To ensure that everyone has the opportunity to learn without undue distraction, I need to lay 
down some common-sense guidelines for appropriate behavior in our classroom. First, turn off your cell 

phone (or put it into silent mode). Second, do not talk during class unless called upon by the instructor. 
Third, do not read newspapers, magazines, or listen to Ipods/MP3 players during class. Finally, do not 

enter class late or leave early unless it's an emergency and/or you've cleared it with me in advance. If 

you violate these rules, I may ask you to leave the classroom. I reserve the right to penalize your grade 
for repeated inappropriate behavior, up to and including permanent removal from the class. 

http://www.fsu.edu/~dof/honorpolicy.htm
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It is also important to lay down some ground rules about 

the discussions we will be having in this course. As the 
cartoon to the right illustrates, the very nature of this 

course puts all of us in a dangerous situation. Insofar as 
the course requires us to discuss religion, sexuality, and 

politics, we must work hard to keep our conversations 

civil and to respect the opinions of our classmates. 

You are certainly free to express any view you want (if 
it's on-topic), so long as you support your claim and are 

willing to hear counter-arguments from others. You are 

free to question the claims of others (especially me!) and 
to engage them in scholarly discussion, as long as you 

don't interrupt them and wait to be recognized by me 
before speaking. You may comment on recent news 

events of interest to our class, but only if they are 
relevant. 

You are not free to engage in name-calling, taunting, harassment, or otherwise non-productive talk. If 
you violate this rule, I may ask you to leave the classroom. I reserve the right to penalize your grade for 

inappropriate behavior, up to and including permanent removal from the class. 

Assignments/Responsibilities 

Reading and Reading Quizzes: Most of the learning you will do in this class will come from careful 
reading of the assigned texts. You will encounter a variety of writing styles in this class; philosophical 

essays, religious documents, short stories, etc. In each case, you should learn to look for moral 
arguments and key terms. What point is the author trying to convey? How does it relate to other 

materials we have encountered in the course? Is the argument an example of one of the theories or 
approaches we have discussed?  

Remember that assigned readings are to be completed by the date indicated on the syllabus. If I call on 
you or ask you to participate in an activity in class, I will expect that you have read the assignment for 

the day. You don't have to "get" everything the first time you read it, but you should be fairly familiar 
with the material. If you don't understand something, feel free to e-mail me with a question, or to come 

to class with a knowledgeable question about what we've read for that day. 

Short reading quizzes will be given once a week (excluding the first week and Thanksgiving Week) to 

evaluate whether you have done the readings due for that day. At times, I may substitute short in-class 
writing assignments or out-of-class quizzes on Blackboard for your weekly quiz grade. Out-of-class 

assignments will, of course, be announced in advance. As noted above, you cannot make up missed 

quizzes, but the lowest three of your thirteen quiz grades will be dropped in determining your final 
average. 

Essays: As this class will count toward your "Gordon Rule" requirements, you will be required to 

complete two 1500-word essays over the course of the semester. State law mandates that you must 
receive an average grade of C- or better on these essays to pass the course. For this reason, these 
essays become the most important assignments you will complete in this class. As noted above, papers 

are due at the beginning of class on the due date indicated in the syllabus. When an assignment is 
turned in after the due date, I will deduct 40 points for each day the paper is late. This includes Saturday 

and Sunday. 
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The topics and/or prompts will be assigned and distributed at least two weeks prior to the due-date of 

each essay. When the topics are assigned, students will be given a copy of the rubric I will use to grade 
the essays, along with an example of an "A" paper. In general, the essays will be graded on the basis of 

clear writing, serious and original reflection on the topic, and successful integration of terms and 

concepts present in class and in the readings. 

To prevent unnecessary failures and to encourage improvement in your writing skills, you will be 
permitted (but not required) to revise your essays within one week of receiving your initial grades. The 

grade of your revision will then be averaged with your initial grade to produce your final grade on the 

assignment. No late revisions will be accepted and revisions of papers that were originally turned in late 
will also lose 40 points for each day the original paper was late (Example: a person who turns in an 

160/200 paper one day late receives a 120/200 as an initial grade. If he or she revises and writes a 
180/200 paper, the revision grade will be a 140/200. Averaged with the initial grade, the final grade is a 

130/200 or a 65%.) The moral of the story: Don't turn papers in late!! 

As mentioned in the section on academic integrity, the essays you write will be filtered through 

turnitin.com, a program designed to ensure the originality of submitted papers. To expedite this process, 
I ask that you submit your essays on-line via Blackboard prior to the class period during which the essay 

is due. You will still turn in a paper copy at the beginning of class, but the electronic submission is also 

necessary. Please see the attached sheet for instructions on how to submit your papers using 
turnitin.com on Blackboard. 

Exams: You will take two exams in class. Everything that I've taught in class, that has been discussed in 

class, or that's in the books/articles is fair game for the exam. Please see the "missed exams" policy 

above for information on make-up exams. 

Class Participation: Thoughtful participation in class discussions is the basis of 5% of your grade. 
During class, there will be frequent opportunities to contribute to class discussion. If you make a 

contribution that is reflective of the readings and is relevant to the class discussion, I will award you 5 

points. I decide whether your comment is reflective of the readings and relevant, but generally speaking 
if you mention a specific argument made in the readings or bring up relevant facts from the readings you 

will be awarded the points. 

To receive full credit for participation in the course, you must participate at least 10 times throughout the 

semester (to secure the required 50 points). However, you may only earn points once per class period; 
that is, you may not earn more than 5 points in a given class period. If I am doing an in-class activity or 

something else for which I need participants, these things may count for participation points (at my 
discretion). 

As noted above, you may earn up to 25 points of extra credit if you participate more than 10 times 
throughout the semester. 

Office Hour Requirement: Unlike many professors at this university, I require that you attend at least 

one of my office hours within the first two weeks of classes. You don't need to prepare anything for this 

meeting and I will be happy to set up appointments outside my regularly scheduled office hours to 
accommodate your schedules. The purpose of this meeting is simply for us to get to know one another 

and should last no longer than 15 minutes. This helps me to structure the course around your interests 
and will (hopefully) make you comfortable enough to attend another office hour when you have more 

serious issues with the course material and/or assignments. As noted below, your final course average 
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will be lowered by 2 percentage points if you do not meet this requirement (If you receive a grade of 

88% but do not attend the office hour, your grade will be dropped to an 86%). 

 
Grading/Evaluation 
 
Grading Scale:* 

 
 100%-93%: A 

 92%-90%: A- 

 89%-87%: B+ 
 86%-83%: B 

 82%-80%: B- 
 79%-77%: C+ 

 76%-73%: C 

 72%-70%: C- 

 69%-67%: D+ 
 66%-63%: D 

 62%-60%: D- 
 60% and below: F 

 
 *Grades will be rounded to the nearest integer. 
 

Grade Components: 
 

 45% Exams 

o 2 exams, 225 points each 
o Exams will include short-answer and essay questions 

 40% Essays 

o 2 1500 word essays, 200 points each 

 10% Reading Quizzes 

o 10 quizzes, 10 points each 
o One quiz will be given each week (excluding the first week and Thanksgiving Week) and 

the lowest 3 will be dropped 
 5% Class Participation 

o 5 points per substantive comment, total of 50 points 

o Points earned above 50 will be extra credit, for a maximum total of 75 points (5% 
participation, 2.5% extra credit) 

o Only 5 points can be earned per class period 

 
Important Caveats: 

 
 Gordon Rule Requirement: If students do not receive an average grade of a C- or better on 

the two essays they write for this class, they will not pass the course. 

 Office Hour Requirement: If a student does not attend the required office hour (see 

“assignment/responsibility” section), his or her final course average will be dropped by two 

percentage points (If you receive a grade of 88% but do not attend the office hour, your grade 
will be dropped to an 86%). 

 Attendance Requirement: The final course average will be lowered one percentage point for 

each unexcused absence beyond the four allowed in the course policies. (If you receive a final 
grade of 88% and miss 5 classes, your final grade will be dropped to an 87%). 

 

Americans with Disabilities Act 
 

Students with disabilities needing academic accommodation should: (1) register with and provide 
documentation to the Student Disability Resource Center; (2) bring a letter to the instructor indicating the 

need for accommodation and what type. This should be done during the first week of class. This syllabus 
and other class materials are available in alternative format upon request. For more information about 

services available to FSU students with disabilities, contact the 
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Student Disability Resource Center 

97 Woodward Avenue, South 
Florida State University 

Tallahassee, FL 32306-4167 
(850) 644-9566 (voice) 

(850) 644-8504 (TDD) 

sdrc@admin.fsu.edu 
http://www.fsu.edu/~staffair/dean/StudentDisability/ 

 

Syllabus Change Policy 
 

Except for changes that substantially affect implementation of the evaluation (grading) statement, this 
syllabus is a guide for the course and is subject to change with advanced notice. 

 

Course Outline 
 

Week Monday Wednesday Friday 

28-Aug Welcome; Syllabus What is Morality? 
Sex and Gender: 

Homosexuality & Women 

4-Sep NO CLASS 
Justified Killing: 

War & Death Penalty 
Religion and Morality 

11-Sep Jewish Ethics Jewish Ethics Jewish Ethics 

18-Sep Jewish Ethics Judaism: Sex and Gender NO CLASS 

25-Sep Judaism: Sex and Gender Judaism: Justified Killing 
FIRST ESSAY DUE 

Judaism: Justified Killing 

2-Oct Christian Ethics Christian Ethics Christian Ethics 

9-Oct Christianity: Sex and Gender Christianity: Sex and Gender Christianity: Justified Killing 

16-Oct Christianity: Justified Killing Christianity: Justified Killing EXAM 1 

23-Oct Islamic Ethics Islamic Ethics Islamic Ethics 

30-Oct Islamic Ethics Islam: Sex and Gender Islam: Sex and Gender 

6-Nov Islam: Justified Killing Islam: Justified Killing NO CLASS 

13-Nov Islam: Justified Killing 
SECOND ESSAY DUE 

Buddhist Ethics 
Buddhist Ethics 

20-Nov Buddhist Ethics NO CLASS NO CLASS 

27-Nov Buddhist Ethics Buddhism: Sex and Gender Buddhism: Justified Killing 

4-Dec Buddhism: Justified Killing Overlap/Wrap-up Overlap/Wrap-up 

 

mailto:sdrc@admin.fsu.edu
http://www.fsu.edu/~staffair/dean/StudentDisability/
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Reading Schedule  
 
The Study of Morality and Moral Problems 

  
08/30:  What is Morality? 

 

Reading(s):  Chapter 1 of Ethics: A Pluralistic Approach to Moral Theory  
 

09/01: Sex and Gender: Homosexuality & Women 

Reading(s): Browse the "Same-Sex Marriage" website, developed by the BBC. Pay 

close attention to the material under the subheading "The Arguments." 

Watch News Hour Videos: "Gay Marriage: Background" and "Gay 
Marriage: Discussion" with Margaret Warner. 

Browse Photos of Same-Sex Marriage Ceremonies at SFGate.com 

Curtis Sittenfeld, "Your Life as a Girl," in Listen Up: Voices from the Next 
Feminist Generation (Seal, 2001), pp. 3-10. 

PBS Video Essay: "Be A Man," by Clarence Page. 

Louise Story, "Many Women at Elite Colleges Set Career Path to 

Motherhood" in The New York Times, September 20, 2005. 

Recommended: Andrew Sullivan, "Prologue: What is a Homosexual?" in Virtually Normal: 
an Argument about Homosexuality (Vintage, 1996). 

09/06: Justified Killing: War and the Death Penalty 

Reading(s): Erik C. Owens and Eric P. Elshtain, “Religion and Capital Punishment: An 

Introduction,” in Religion and the Death Penalty: A Call for Reckoning 
(Eerdmans, 2004), pp. 1-15. 

Browse http://www.deathpenaltyinfo.org 

Browse "The Ethics of War" website, developed by the BBC. 

"The Things They Carried," from Tim O’Brien, The Things They Carried 

(Broadway, 1998). 

Recommended: Antonin Scalia, “God’s Justice and Ours: The Morality of Judicial 
Participation in the Death Penalty,” in Religion and the Death Penalty: A 
Call for Reckoning (Eerdmans, 2004), pp. 231-239. 

Mario M. Cuomo, “Why I oppose Capital Punishment,” in Religion and 
the Death Penalty: A Call for Reckoning (Eerdmans, 2004), pp. 240-247. 

 

 

http://www.deathpenaltyinfo.org/
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09/08: Religion and Morality 

 
Reading(s): Scriptural Passages in Liberating Faith: Religious Voices for Justice, 

Peace, and Ecological Wisdom, edited by Roger S. Gottlieb (Rowan and 
Littlefield, 2003), pp. 3-16; 20-23 

  

 Newman: Chapter 1 (11-29) 
 

Jewish Ethics 
  

09/11: Jewish Ethics 
 

Reading(s): Newman: Introduction and Chapter 2 (1-10; 30-55) 

 
Recommended: Chapter 11 of Religions of the World, pp. 233-269.  

 
09/13: Jewish Ethics 

 

Reading(s): Newman: Chapter 3 (56-83) 
 

09/15: Jewish Ethics 
 

Reading(s): Newman: Chapter 4 (84-109) 
 

09/18: Jewish Ethics 

 
Reading(s): Newman: Chapters 5 and 6 (110-148) 
 

 09/20: Judaism, Sex, and Gender 

 

Reading(s):  Newman: 149-159 
 

Recommended: David Novak, “Some Aspects of Sex, Society, and God in Judaism,” in 
Contemporary Jewish Ethics and Morality: A Reader, edited by Elliot 

Dorff and Louis Newman (Oxford, 1995), pp. 271-288. 

 
 Arthur Waskow, “Down-to-Earth Judaism: Sexuality,” in Contemporary 

Jewish Ethics and Morality: A Reader, edited by Elliot Dorff and Louis 
Newman (Oxford, 1995), pp. 289-299. 

 
 09/25: Judaism, Sex, and Gender 

 

Reading(s): David M. Novak, “Religious Communities, Secular Society, and 
Sexuality: One Jewish Opinion,” in Sexual Orientation and Human Rights 
in American Religious Discourse (Oxford, 1998), pp. 11-24. 
 

Judith Plaskow, “Sexual Orientation and Human Rights: A  

Progressive Jewish Perspective,” in Sexual Orientation and Human Rights 
in American Religious Discourse (Oxford, 1998), pp. 29-42. 
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09/27: Judaism and Justified Killing 

 
Reading(s): Newman: 169-180  

 
Michael Walzer, “War and Peace in the Jewish Tradition,” in The  
Ethics of War and Peace: Religious and Secular Perspectives, edited by 

Terry Nardin (Princeton, 1996), pp. 95-112. 
 

 09/29: Judaism and Justified Killing (First Essay Due) 
 

Reading(s): David Novak, “Can Capital Punishment Ever Be Justified in the  
Jewish Tradition?” in Religion and the Death Penalty: A Call for  
Reckoning (Eerdmans, 2004), pp. 31-47. 

 
Elie Spitz, “The Jewish Tradition and Capital Punishment,” in 

Contemporary Jewish Ethics and Morality: A Reader, edited by Elliot 
Dorff and Louis Newman (Oxford, 1995), pp. 344-349. 

 

Christian Ethics 
 

10/02: Christian Ethics 
 

Reading(s): Ronald Preston, “Christian Ethics” in Companion to Ethics, edited by 
Peter Singer (Blackwell, 1993), pp. 91-105. 

 

Jef Van Gerwen, “Origins of Christian Ethics” in Companion to  
Religious Ethics, pp. 197-203. 

 
  Recommended: Chapter 12 of Religions of the World, pp. 270-319. 

 

 10/04: Christian Ethics 
 

Reading(s):  Jean Porter, “Trajectories in Christian Ethics,” in Companion to Religious 
Ethics, pp. 227-236. 

 

 “Alternatives within Christian Ethics,” in Roger H. Crook, Introduction to 
Christian Ethics (Prentice Hall, 1999), pp. 23-43. 

 
 10/06: Christian Ethics 

 
Reading(s): “Sources of Guidance,” in Roger H. Crook, Introduction to Christian 

Ethics (Prentice Hall, 1999), pp. 44-58. 

  
 James M. Gustafson, "The Place of Scripture in Christian Ethics," in 

Interpretation, vol. 24 (1970), 430-455 
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 10/09: Christianity, Sex, and Gender 

 
Reading(s): Lisa Sowle Cahill, "Sexual Ethics," in Westminster Dictionary of Christian 

Ethics, edited by Childress and McQuarrie. 
 

James P. Hanigan, “Sexual Orientation and Human Rights: A Roman 

Catholic View,” in Sexual Orientation and Human Rights in American 
Religious Discourse (Oxford, 1998), pp. 63-77. 

 
 10/11: Christianity, Sex, and Gender 

 
Reading(s): Walter Wink, “Homosexuality and the Bible” 

 

Max Stackhouse, “The Prophetic Stand of the Ecumenical Churches on 
Homosexuality,” in Sexual Orientation and Human Rights in American 
Religious Discourse (Oxford, 1998),, pp. 119-131. 

 

 10/13: Christianity and Justified Killing 

 
  Reading(s): U.S. Catholic Bishops, The Challenge of Peace 

 
 10/16: Christianity and Justified Killing 

 
  Reading(s): Yoder 
 

10/18: Christianity and Justified Killing 
 

Reading(s): Gilbert Meilaender, “The Death Penalty: A Protestant Perspective” in 
Religion and the Death Penalty: A Call for Reckoning (Eerdmans, 2004), 

pp. 48-56. 

 
 John Howard Yoder, The Christian and Capital Punishment. Newton, KS., 

Faith and Life Press, 1961. 
 

Islamic Ethics 

 
10/23: Islamic Ethics 

 
Reading(s): F.E. Peters, “A Primer on Islam,” in A Reader on Classical Islam 

(Princeton University Press, 1994), pp. 3-7. 
 

Azim Nanji, “Islamic Ethics,” in Companion to Ethics, edited by Peter 

Singer (Blackwell, 1993), pp. 106-118. 
 

 Kevin Reinhart, “Origins of Islamic Ethics: Foundations and 
Constructions,” Companion to Religious Ethics, pp. 244-253. 

 

Recommended: Chapter 13 of Religions of the World, pp. 320-355. 
 

 10/25: Islamic Ethics 
 

Readings(s): Cook: Chapters 1-4, pp. 1-56. 
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 10/27: Islamic Ethics 

 
Reading(s): Cook: Chapters 5-9, pp. 57-110. 

 
 10/30: Islamic Ethics 

 

Reading(s): Cook: Chapters 10-13, pp. 111-171. 
 

 11/01: Islam, Sex, and Gender 
 

Reading(s): Satrapi 
 

 11/03: Islam, Sex, and Gender 

Reading(s): Amina Wadud, "Rights and Roles of Women: Some Controversies," in 
Qur’an and Woman (Oxford University Press, 1999), pp. 62-93. 

Asghar Ali Engineer, “Islam, Women, and Gender Justice,” in Liberating 
Faith: Religious Voices for Justice, Peace, and Ecological Wisdom, edited 
by Roger S. Gottlieb (Rowan and Littlefield, 2003), pp. 355-367. 

 11/06: Islam and Justified Killing 

Reading(s): John Kelsay, “Suicide Bombers,” The Christian Century 119/7 (August 
14-27, 2002): 22-25. 

John Kelsay, “Bin Laden’s Reasons,” The Christian Century119/5 
(February 27-March 6, 2002): 26-29. 

 11/08: Islam and Justified Killing 

 

Reading(s): Sohail H. Hashmi, “Interpreting the Islamic Ethics of War and Peace,” in 
The Ethics of War and Peace: Religious and Secular Perspectives, 

(Princeton, 1996), pp. 146-165. 
 

Abdulaziz Sachedina, “Justifications for Violence in Islam,” in War and Its 
Discontents: Pacifism and Quietism in the Abrahamic Traditions, 
(Georgetown, 1996), pp. 147-157. 

 
 11/13: Islam and Justified Killing  

 

Reading(s): Khaled Abou El Fadl, “The Death Penalty, Mercy, and Islam: A Call for 
Retrospection” in Religion and the Death Penalty: A Call for Reckoning 

(Eerdmans, 2004), pp. 73-108. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

http://www.amazon.com/s/002-5183811-1811268?ie=UTF8&index=books&rank=-relevance%2C%2Bavailability%2C-daterank&field-author-exact=Marjane%20Satrapi
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Buddhist Ethics 

 
 11/15: Buddhist Ethics (Second Essay Due) 

 
Reading(s):  Keown: Chapter 1, pp. 3-20. 

 

Padmasiri de Silva, “Buddhist Ethics,” in Companion to Ethics, edited by 
Peter Singer (Blackwell, 1993), pp. 58-68. 

 
Recommended: Chapter 6 of Religions of the World, pp. 123-150. 

 
 11/17: Buddhist Ethics 

 

Reading(s): Keown: Chapter 2, pp. 21-38. 
 

Thomas P. Kasulis, “Cultural Differentiation in Buddhist Ethics,” in 
Companion to Religious Ethics, pp. 297-311. 

 

 11/20: Buddhist Ethics 
 

Reading(s): Lama: Chapters 1-5, pp. 1-78. 
 

 11/27: Buddhist Ethics 
 

Reading(s): Lama: Chapters 6-10, pp. 79-158. 

 
 11/29: Buddhism, Sex, and Gender 

Reading(s): Keown: Chapter 4, pp. 53-68 

"'According to Buddhist Tradition': Gays, Lesbians and the Definition of 
Sexual Misconduct," Shambhala Sun (March 1998). 

 12/01: Buddhism and Justified Killing 
 

  Reading(s): Keown: Chapter 5, pp. 69-83. 
 

Tessa Bartholomeusz, “In Defense of Dharma: Just War Ideology in 

Buddhist Sri Lanka,” in Torkel Brekke, ed., The Ethics of War in Asian 
Civilizations: A Comparative Perspective (London: Routledge, 2006), pp. 

145-156.  
 

 12/04: Buddhism and Justified Killing 
 

Reading(s): Lama: Chapters 13-16, pp. 201-237. 


