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Islam 

 
Course Title: Islam 
Course Number: RELG 213 
Semester: Fall 2009 
Time: MW, 1:00-2:20 

Location: Buchanan 001 
 
Instructor: Dr. Elizabeth Barre 
Office: Buchanan 026 
Office Phone: 847- 
Home Phone: 847- 
Cell (Text Only): 404-313-9062 

E-mail: barre@lakeforest.edu 
Office Hours: MW, 10:30-12:00 & By Appointment 

 

Course Materials 
 
Required: 
 

 Al-Ghazali’s Path to Sufism (Fons Vitae 2000) 
 Al-Nawawi’s Forty Hadith (Islamic Texts Society 1997) 
 F.E. Peters, Muhammad and the Origins of Islam (SUNY 1994) 
 Rudolph Peters, Jihad in Classical and Contemporary Islam (Markus Wiener 1996) 

 Fazlur Rahman, Major Themes of the Qur’an (Bibliotheca Islamica 1994) 
 Falzur Rahman, Islam 2nd ed. (University of Chicago 2002) 

 Michael Sells, Approaching the Qur’an (White Cloud 1999) 
 
*Assigned excerpts from these works will be posted on the course Moodle page as well. 
 

Course Description 
 
This course is an introduction to the study of Islam.  As such, you will be introduced to broad themes 
in Islamic history, theology, and law.  This approach allows and encourages you to think about Islam 

as both an historical phenomenon and a theological-moral tradition.  At the same time, the course is 
designed to reinforce the idea that theological-moral traditions are as diverse as their historical 
context.  Thus, we will survey a broad range of theological, philosophical, and legal arguments 
throughout history and across geographic locations.  The last two weeks are devoted to exploring the 
ways classical and contemporary Muslims have responded to two pressing social issues: the 

justification of war and the formation and dissolution of the marriage bond. 
 

Assignments/Responsibilities 
 
Office Hour Requirement: I require that you attend at least one of my office hours within the first 
three weeks of classes. You don't need to prepare anything for this meeting and I will be happy to set 

up appointments outside my regularly scheduled office hours to accommodate your schedules. The 
purpose of this meeting is simply for us to get to know one another and should last no longer than 15 
minutes. Your final grade will be lowered by 20 points (2%) if you do not meet this requirement. 
 
Reading: Assigned readings are to be completed by the date indicated on the syllabus. If I call on you 
or ask you to participate in an activity in class, I will expect that you have read the assignment for the 
day. You don't have to "get" everything the first time you read it, but you should be fairly familiar with 

the material. If you don't understand something, feel free to e-mail me with a question, or to come to 
class with a knowledgeable question about what we've read for that day. 
 
Class Participation: Thoughtful participation in class discussions is the basis of 7% of your grade. 
During class, there will be frequent opportunities to contribute to class discussion. If you make a 
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contribution that is reflective of the readings and is relevant to the class discussion, I will award you 5 
points. To receive full credit for participation in the course, you must participate at least 14 times 
throughout the semester (to secure the required 70 points). You may only earn points once per class 
period, but you can earn extra credit for participating more than is required (see below). 

 
Take-Home Quizzes: In conjunction with your daily reading assignments, this course requires the 
completion of daily "take-home" quizzes. This requirement is the basis of 13% of your final grade. 
Quiz questions will be posted on Blackboard the night before the reading assignment is due and each 
quiz will be worth 5 points. Of the 39 quizzes that will be assigned, I will drop your lowest 13 scores. 
This means that you must complete at least 26 quizzes (two per week) to avoid receiving a 0. 
 

Writing Assignments: Detailed topics will be assigned at least two week in advance of the due-date 
and students will be given a copy of the rubric I will use to grade the essays. In general, they will be 

graded on the basis of clear writing, serious and original reflection on the topic, and successful 
integration of terms and concepts present in class and in the readings.  Your two essays will each 
count toward 20% of your final grade (200 points). 
 

Grading/Evaluation 
 
Grading Scale:* 
 

 100%-93%: A 
 92%-90%: A- 
 89%-87%: B+ 
 86%-83%: B 
 82%-80%: B- 

 79%-77%: C+ 

 76%-73%: C 
 72%-70%: C- 
 69%-67%: D+ 
 66%-63%: D 
 62%-60%: D- 

 60% and below: F 
 

 *Grades will be rounded to the nearest integer. 
 
Grade Components (out of 1,000 total points): 
 

 40% Exams 
o 2 exams, 200 points each 

 40% Writing Assignments 

o 2 1500-word essays, 200 points each  
 13% Take-Home Quizzes 

o 26 quizzes, 5 points each 
 7% Class Participation 

o 14 substantive comments, 5 points each 

 

Important Caveats: 
 

 Office Hour Requirement: If a student does not attend the required office hour, his or her final 
grade will be dropped by 20 points (2%). 

 Attendance Requirement:  
 

Course Policies 
 
Attendance: While much of your learning will occur while you read, write, and study for the tests, 
being present in class is the best way to ensure that you truly learn and understand the course 
material. Moreover, anything I teach in class is testable and not everything I teach in class will be in 

the course texts. That is why class attendance is required. I will not, however, take attendance on a 

daily basis. Instead, your incentive for meeting this requirement will be to receive credit for class 
participation and your daily take-home quizzes, neither of which can be made up. 
 
Missed Exams: In the interest of fairness, students must be present for exams on the date 
scheduled. The only circumstances under which make-up exams will be administered are: (1) death in 
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the family, (2) unforeseeable medical emergencies affecting you or your family, or (3) participation in 
an official FSU-sponsored academic or sporting event. In the case of (1) or (3), you must give me at 
least 24 hours advance notice that you will miss the exam or it may not be made up. Documentation 
will be required in each of these cases. 

 
Academic Integrity: This course will uphold the stipulations of the FSU Academic Honor Policy, a 
policy with which you should become familiar.  
 
You are free to work together on take-home quizzes, but all other work in this course must be your 
own. If I detect cheating on the exam, you will be given a 0 and reported to the university. The essays 
you write in this course will be filtered through turnitin.com, a program designed to ensure the 

originality of submitted papers. If I determine that your essays have been plagiarized in any way, you 
will receive a 0 on the writing assignment and will consequently fail the course. Unintentional errors in 

citation will also be penalized. In these cases (to be determined at my discretion), students will be 
required to revise their essays and their grades will be lowered by 20 points (10%). 
 
Late Work: Take-home quizzes and essays are due within the first five minutes of class on the due-

date indicated in the syllabus. Essays must be submitted in hard copy and electronic form by 1:30PM 
on the due date. Please see the attached sheet for instructions on how to submit your papers using 
turnitin.com on Blackboard. If a student knows he or she will be absent on a given day, he or she may 
submit his or her quiz via e-mail by 1:25PM sharp. However, if it is lost in cyber space, it is not my 
responsibility! When an essay is turned in after the due date, I will deduct 20 points (10%) for each 
day the paper is late. This includes Saturday and Sunday. Posts are due at 5:00PM sharp on the due-
date assigned during the first week of class.  When a post is turned in after the due date, I will deduct 

5 points (20%) for each day, including the weekend.  No other assignments can be made up. 
 
Extra Credit: You may earn up to 50 points (5%) of extra credit in this class. Throughout the 

semester, I will offer various opportunities for extra credit. As long as you have not met your quota of 
50 points, you are eligible to receive extra credit in each of these cases. The easiest way to earn extra 
credit is to participate in class discussion more than 14 times. For each day you participate beyond 14, 
you will receive 5 extra credit points. I will also include an in-class extra credit question worth one 

point on each daily-quiz. Finally, both exams will include extra-credit questions between 5 and 15 
points. I may also offer additional extra credit opportunities in the form of surveys, extra-curricular 
events, etc. Though the total amount of extra credit offered will most surely exceed 50 points, you as 
an individual will only be able to acquire a maximum of 50. I will keep track of your extra credit points 
in a separate category of the Blackboard grade book so that you know when you have reached your 
limit.  

 
Courtesy: To ensure that everyone has the opportunity to learn without undue distraction, please 
turn off your cell phone (or put it into silent mode). Also, do not talk during class, read newspapers, 

magazines, or listen to Ipods/MP3 players. Most importantly, do not enter class late or leave early 
unless it's an emergency and/or you've cleared it with me in advance. Quizzes will be collected within 
the first five minutes of class. If you are late, the quiz will not be accepted. 
 

Course Outline 
 

Week Monday Wednesday 

31-Aug Welcome; Syllabus Pre-Islamic Arabia 

7-Sept Pre-Islamic Arabia Life of the Prophet 

14-Sept Life of the Prophet Life of the Prophet 

21-Sept Qur‟an Qur‟an 
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28-Sept Qur‟an Qur‟an 

5-Oct Sunnah Sunnah 

12-Oct Sunnah MIDTERM EXAM 

19-Oct NO CLASS Theology 

26-Oct Philosophy Mysticism 

2-Nov Mysticism Shi„ism 

9-Nov NO CLASS Islamic Law: Origins, Sources, & Development 

16-Nov Islamic Law: Classical Jurisprudence Islamic Law: Contemporary Reform 

23-Nov Islam & War: Classical Debates Islam & War: Contemporary Debates 

30-Nov Islam & Marriage: Classical Debates Islam & Marriage: Contemporary Debates 

7-Dec Overlap NO CLASS 

 

Reading Schedule  
 
Historical Foundations: Pre-Islamic Arabia and the Life of the Prophet 
  

09/02:  Pre-Islamic Arabia 
 
Reading(s):   “The Founding Fathers” Muhammad and the Origins of Islam, 1-16. 
 

 “The Colonial Era in Arabia” Muhammad and the Origins of Islam, 31-34. 
 

 “The Arabian Oikoumene” Muhammad and the Origins of Islam, 57-59, 65-75. 
 

09/07:  Pre-Islamic Arabia 
 

Reading(s):   “The Family and City of Muhammad” Muhammad and the Origins of Islam, 
101-104. 

 
 “The Gods and the Shrine” Muhammad and the Origins of Islam, 105-132. 

 
09/09:  Life of the Prophet 

 
Reading(s):   “A Prophet at Mecca” Muhammad and the Origins of Islam, 133-166. 

 
09/14:  Life of the Prophet 

 
Reading(s):  “Migration to Medina” Muhammad and the Origins of Islam, 167-189. 
 
 “The City of the Prophet” Muhammad and the Origins of Islam, 191-210. 
 

09/16: Life of the Prophet 
 

  Reading(s): “Fighting in God‟s Cause” Muhammad and the Origins of Islam, 211-233. 
  

 “The Truth Has Come and Falsehood Has Passed Away” Muhammad and the 
Origins of Islam, 235-246. 
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 “The Pilgrimage of Farewell” Muhammad and the Origins of Islam, 247-253. 

 
Theological Foundations: Qur’an and Sunnah 
 
 09/21: Qur‟an: Introduction 
 

Reading(s): “Introduction” Approaching the Qur’an, 1-31. 
 

 09/23: Qur‟an: Text and Commentary 
 

Reading(s): “The Early Suras with Commentary” Approaching the Qur’an, 41-141 

 
 09/28: Qur‟an: Major Themes 
 

Reading(s): “God” in Major Themes of the Qur’an, 1-16. 
 
 “Man as Individual” Major Themes of the Qur’an, 17-36. 

 
“Man in Society” Major Themes of the Qur’an, 37-64. 

 
09/30: Qur‟an: Major Themes 

 
Reading(s): “Nature” Major Themes of the Qur’an, 65-79. 
 

“Prophethood and Revelation” Major Themes of the Qur’an, 80-105. 
 
  “The Emergency of the Muslim Community” Major Themes of the Qur’an, 132-

149. 
 

10/05: Sunnah: Origins and Development 
 

Reading(s): “Origins and Development of the Tradition” Islam, 43-67. 
  

10/07: Sunnah: The Evolution of Hadith 
   

Reading(s):  “The Evolution of Hadith” Traditions of Islam: An Introduction to the Study of 
the Hadith Literature, 9-36. 

 
10/12: Sunnah: Text and Commentary 

 
Reading: Al-Nawawi’s Forty Hadith 

  

Development of Doctrine: Theology, Philosophy, Mysticism, and Shi‘ism 
 
10/21: Theology (Kalam) 

 
Reading(s):  “Dialectical Theology and the Development of Doctrine” Islam, 85-99.  
 
 “Early Kalam” History of Islamic Philosophy, 71-88. 
 

“Sunni Kalam and Theological Controversies,” History of Islamic Philosophy, 
105-118. 

 
10/26: Islamic Philosophy 
 

Reading(s): “The Philosophical Movement,” Islam, 117-127. 
 

“The Meaning and Concept of Philosophy in Islam” History of Islamic 
Philosophy, 21-26. 
 
“The Qur‟an and Hadith as Source and Inspiration of Islamic Philosophy” History 
of Islamic Philosophy, 27-39. 
 
“Speculation: Falsafah and Kalam” The Venture of Islam: The Classical Age of 
Islam, 418-443. 
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10/28: Mysticism (Sufism) 
 

Reading(s): “Sufi Doctrine and Practice,” Islam, 128-149.  

 
11/02: Mysticism (Sufism) 

 
Reading(s): “Deliverance from Error” Al-Ghazali’s Path to Sufism, 17-80. 

 
 11/04: Shi„ism 
 

Reading(s): “Sectarian Developments” Islam, 167-180. 
 

“The Question of the Succession to Muhammad” An Introduction to Shi‘i Islam: 
The History and Doctrine of Twelver Shi ‘ism, 11-22. 

 
 “The Imamate” An Introduction to Shi‘i Islam: The History and Doctrine of 

Twelver Shi ‘ism, 147-160. 
 

“The Twelfth Imam, His Occultation and Return” An Introduction to Shi‘i Islam: 
The History and Doctrine of Twelver Shi ‘ism, 161-171. 

 
Islamic Law and Morality: Foundations and Development 
 
 11/11: Origins and Sources  
 

Reading(s): “Origins of Islamic Ethics: Foundations and Constructions,” Companion to 
Religious Ethics, 244-253. 

 
 “Islamic Law: Consensus, Reasoning, Exceptions” Comparing Religions Through 

Law: Judaism and Islam, 62-80. 
 
 11/16: Early and Classical Development  
 

Reading(s): “The Structure of the Law” Islam, 68-84. 
 
 “The Shari„ah” Islam, 100-116. 

  
 11/18: Classical Jurisprudence  

 
Reading(s): “Islamic Law and Islamic Ethics” Journal of Religious Ethics 11.2 (1983): 186-

203.  
 

03/26: Classical Jurisprudence 
 

Reading(s):  “Was the Gate of Ijtihad Closed?” International Journal of Middle East Studies, 16, 
1 (1984), pp. 3-41. 

 
03/28: Classical Institutions 

 
Reading(s): “The Working of Law: Institutions” Comparing Religious Through Law: Judaism 

and Islam, 115-123. 
 
 “The Working of Law: Personnel” Comparing Religious Through Law: Judaism 

and Islam, 128-138. 
 

03/30: Contemporary Reform 
 

Reading(s):  “Modern Developments” Islam, 212-234. 
 

“Juristic Authority vs. State Power: The Legal Crises of Modern Islam,” Journal 
of Law and Religion, 19, 2 (2003-04): 101-116 
 
“A Kinder, Gentler Islam?” Transition 52 (1991), 4-16. 
 

Islamic Law and Morality: Classical and Contemporary Debates  
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 11/23: Islam & War: Classical Debates 
 

Reading(s):  “Hadiths on Jihad from the Sahih of Muslim ibn Hajjaj” Jihad in Classical and 
Modern Islam, 9-17. 

 
 “Passages on Jihad and Martyrdom from Malik‟s al-Muwatta‟” Jihad in Classical 

and Modern Islam, 19-26. 
 

“Chapter on Jihad from Averroes‟ Legal Handbook Al-Bidaya” Jihad in Classical 
and Modern Islam, 27-42. 

 
 “Ibn Taymiyya on Jihad” Jihad in Classical and Modern Islam, 43-54. 
 

11/25: Islam & War: Contemporary Debates 
 

Reading(s): “Mahmud Shaltut‟s Treatise on Koran and Fighting” Jihad in Classical and 

Modern Islam, 59-101. 
 
 “Bin Laden‟s reasons,” The Christian Century 119.5 (February 27-March 6, 

2002): 26-29. 
 

“Operation Desert Storm and the War of Fatwas” Islamic Legal Interpretation: 
Muftis and their Fatwas, 297-309. 

 
 Excerpts from Arguing the Just War in Islam. 

 
11/30: Islam & Marriage: Classical Debates 

Reading(s): “Marriage in Islam” Judaism and Islam in Practice: A Sourcebook, 85-94. 

  “Divorce in Islam” Judaism and Islam in Practice: A Sourcebook, 105-112. 

“Child Marriage in Seventeenth-Century Palestine” Islamic Legal Interpretation: 
Muftis and their Fatwas, 129-140. 

“Classical Muslim Family Law” Women in Muslim Family Law, 13-48. 

 
12/2: Islam & Marriage: Contemporary Debates 

 
Reading(s): “Mu„ta: Regulating Sexuality and Gender Relations in Post-Revolutionary Iran” 

Islamic Legal Interpretation: Muftis and their Fatwas, 251-261. 
 
 “The Complementarity of Ifta‟ and Qada‟: Three Saudi Fatwas on Divorce” 

Islamic Legal Interpretation: Muftis and their Fatwas, 262-269. 
 

“The Significance of Context and Chronology in Qur‟anic Social Reforms for 
Women” Qur’an and Woman: Rereading the Sacred Text from a Woman’s 
Perspective, 78-93. 

 
 Excerpts from Islam and Gender: The Religious Debate in Contemporary Iran.  
 

12/7: Overlap Day 

 

Syllabus Change Policy 
 
Except for changes that substantially affect implementation of the evaluation (grading) statement, this 

syllabus is a guide for the course and is subject to change with advanced notice. 

 


